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WORKING WITH 
FORMETAL Ypsilon
Before delivery FORMETAL-Ypsilon is glowed soft. This enables an easy forming also by hand. Whilst working FORMETAL automatically hardens out a little leading to a relatively robust form. If you choose thicker materials the outcome of your form will be more robust. A rubber or plastic hammer may be used to smoothen the material. Further aids could be our DINOSAURIER anvils (article no. SA 010 or SA 030) or any other smooth, rounded base. 

If you wish to copy an existing form just place FORMETAL over the respective object.  Now begin to push FORMETAL downwards on all sides. Creases will appear. Contrary to punch-sheet-metal or stretch-metal you can now shrink FORMETAL. In order to do so, push the creases together by hand, and see how the three-star-pattern is pushed into one another. The result will still show little, sharp creases, which can then be smoothened with a soft hammer.  FORMETAL will be slightly stretched by doing so. If FORMETAL at this stage does not show a perfect result, you should purposly make new creases, by pushing one finger under the metal (picture 4) and then folding FORMETAL over your finger.

If you wish to create an imaginative form it is advisable to use an existing form that is similar, as a rough example. After copying the basic form you can now easily proceed making any form you desire. To shrink FORMETAL it is advisable to use pincers, a screwdriver or your hands. We recommend the use of an anvil - or anything similar - during the forming process. To stretch FORMETAL you should also use an anvil, or pull the metal apart with your hand.

Shrinking without an existing construction
One possibility is to push the metal together by hand. In order to do so take the left and the right side of a three-star-pattern and push together. The result will be a curve. Proceed in the same way with other three-star-patterns. This is only possible for areas within your reach. 

Another possibility is to place FORMETAL onto a table or an even underground. Now push the three-star-patterns upwards with your thumb, which will lead to creases. Now take a plastic hammer - or anything similar - and hammer out the creases using only slight pressure. While doing so please make sure you do not hammer the creases right from the top but instead sidewards so that the three-star-pattern does not drift apart again. Proceed with the remaining three-star-patterns in the same way. 

While shaping out hollow spaces with FORMETAL, i.e. the inside of headlights, wings, wheel castings etc. this can be done by hand or by using a piece of wood. Springiness can be avoided by reshrinking the material.

While working with FORMETAL it is also possible to "move" the working area to another part of the metal. Meaning, that if i.e. you have a narrow passage to work on the shrinking process could lead to overlapping. In order to avoid this, you can pull FORMETAL away from this part until you have an even surface and then continue to smooth the metal on the other part. This method enables you to form even very complicated forms.

We wish you good luck and good results with FORMETAL.

Your FORMETAL-sales team






